FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

| WAS NEVER HERE.
THERE IS NO SPY SHOW. BE NORMAL.

Acclaimed NYC game-theatre artist Leo Lion brings his rave-reviewed Edinburgh Fringe hit | WAS NEVER
HERE (THERE IS NO SPY SHOW) on tour across the US. In a fusion of absurd clown and escape room,
audiences race against the clock to help a blundering sleeper agent recover his lost memories and save the
world. An hour of retro thriller meets looney toons meets ASMR, jam-packed with bizarre and frenetic crowdwork,
as an audience of initiate spies cracks codes, defuses doomsday devices, and tries to follow one simple rule:
Don't talk about spy show.

| WAS NEVER HERE premiered at the 2026 Edinburgh Festival Fringe to critical acclaim, and has since played
Brooklyn Art Haus and Phoenix Theatre Ensemble’s Phoenix Festival in Nyack, NY — with more US tour dates
now booking.

PRAISE FOR | WAS NEVER HERE (THERE IS NO SPY SHOW)

0000 THE SCOTSMAN 0000 BINGEFRINGE MAGAZINE

“An hour of playfulness, problem solving and gentle  “Quirky, interactive, and above all, fun... itis
mental gymnastics.” impossible not to get swept up.”

BRITISH THEATRE GUIDE TONY LOVES THE FRINGE

“He is the worst kind of spy. And the most kind of “Certified Fantastic Fringe.”

fun.”

THE STUDENT
FRINGEREVIEW “The perfect fever dream.”
“An absolute masterpiece.”

Lion’s touring pedigree: | WAS NEVER HERE follows the 2025 hit run of HELP ME!!!! (AN INTERACTIVE MIME
SEANCE), which earned rave reviews at Edinburgh Fringe and went on to tour to 10+ US festivals and stages,
including NYC, Chicago, San Francisco, and Seattle.

Lion and his company Firebird are known for interactive, immersive, genre-bending works like Liar’s Night,
Scandalton, Insomnia, KafkaTech, HELP ME!!!!, and more. This show is created with Matthew Schott, creator of
Saga of the Shining Emblem and A Thousand Rainy Mornings. For more information, visit spy.show.

SHOW SPECS CREATIVE TEAM & COMPANY TOUR DATES
Running time: 1hr (no intermission) Creator/Performer: Leo Lion Oct 16, 2026 — Nyack, NY
Cast size: 1 Created with: Matthew Schott Rose Hall at Prohibition River
Staging: flexible Assoc. Production Designer: Sofe Cote  presented by Phoenix Theatre
Format: interactive Consulting Artist (Movement): 1zzy Ensemble
Production video available by Pflanz (Phoenix Festival)
request Production Videography: Anna Rishik Additional 2026—-2027 tour dates
Produced by The Firebird Project, NYC, now booking.
2026

For booking inquiries, photos, interviews, or media contact:

Leo Lion - +1718-915-3925 - leo@firebird.nyc - @thereisnospyshow



